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SYMPTOMSHepatitis B is called a "silent infection" because  
most people do not have any symptoms when they are first infected. Thus, they can 
unknowingly pass 
 the virus to others and continue the silent spread of hepatitis B. Testing is  
the only way to know for sure if you are infected. 

Fever
Fatigue 
Muscle pain/ 
Joint pain

Loss of 
Appetite

Mild nausea/ 
Vomiting

Stomach 
pain

Pale stools 
Dark urine

SERIOUS SYMPTOMS 
(Immediate medical attention required!) 

Hepatitis B is called a "silent infection" because most people
 do not have any symptoms when they are first infected

   Testing is the only way to know for sure if you are infected.

Severe nausea/ 
Vomiting

Yellow eyes and 
 skin(Jaundice)

Bloated  
stomach

Reference- https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hbv/hbvfaq.htm#b7



HIGH RISK GROUPS
The hepatitis B virus can infect infants, children, teens and adults. 
It is not a genetic disease – it is an infectious disease that is 
transmitted through blood; The high risk groups are as follows: 

➢Health care providers and emergency responders 
➢Sexually active individuals (more than one partner in the                                  
past six months) 
➢Men who have sex with men 
➢Individuals diagnosed with a sexually transmitted disease 
➢Illicit drug users (injecting, inhaling, snorting, pill popping) 
➢Sexual partners or those living in close household contact 
with an infected person 
➢Individuals born in countries where hepatitis B is common 
(Asia, Africa, South America, Pacific Islands, Eastern Europe, 
and the Middle East) 
➢Individuals born to parents who have emigrated from 
countries where hepatitis B is common 
➢Children adopted from countries where hepatitis B is 
common  
➢Adoptive families of children from countries where hepatitis 
B is common  
➢Kidney dialysis patients and those in early kidney (renal) 
failure 
➢Inmates and staff of a correctional facility 
➢Residents and staff of facilities for developmentally 
disabled persons 
➢ALL pregnant women 

Reference- https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hbv/hbvfaq.htm#b7



TRANSMISSIONHepatitis B is called a "silent infection" because  
most people do not have any symptoms when they are first infected. Thus, they can 
unknowingly pass 
 the virus to others and continue the silent spread of hepatitis B. Testing is  
the only way to know for sure if you are infected. 

Direct contact 
with infected  
Blood 

Unprotected 
sex

Contaminated  
needles

Use of 
Illegal/ 
Street  
drugs

Infected 
 woman 
To child

• Tattooing, acupuncture, nail salons; Sharing sharp 
instruments such as razors, toothbrushes, nail clippers, 
earrings and body jewelry can be a source of infection

• It is important to remember that Hepatitis B is NOT 
transmitted casually. It cannot be spread through toilet 
seats, doorknobs, sneezing, coughing, hugging or eating 
meals with someone who is infected with hepatitis B

The hepatitis B virus is transmitted through blood and bodily fluids. 
This can most commonly occur in the following ways:

Unsterile 
Body 
piercings

Reference- https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hbv/hbvfaq.htm#b7



  PREVENTIONHepatitis B is called a "silent infection" because  
most people do not have any symptoms when they are first infected. Thus, they can 
unknowingly pass 
 the virus to others and continue the silent spread of hepatitis B. Testing is  
the only way to know for sure if you are infected. Hepatitis B 

Vaccination

Avoid direct  
Contact  with  
Blood  and 
Bodily fluids

Cover all  
cuts 
carefully

Wash hands 
thoroughly 
with soap  
after any  
Potential 
exposure

Use  
condoms  
with 
Sexual 
partners

➢ Clean up blood spills with a fresh diluted bleach 
solution (mix 1 part bleach with 9 parts water)

➢ Avoid sharing sharp items such as razors, nail clippers, 
toothbrushes, and earrings or body rings

➢ Avoid illegal street drugs (injecting, inhaling, snorting, 
or popping pills)

➢ Make sure new, sterile needles are used for ear or body 
piercing, tattoos, and acupuncture

Discard  
Sanitary  
Napkins in 
plastic  
bags

Reference- https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hbv/hbvfaq.htm#b7



Hepatitis B vaccination is recommended in the following settings:  
● Sexually transmitted disease treatment facilities  
● HIV testing and treatment facilities 
 ● Facilities providing drug-abuse treatment and prevention services 
 ● Correctional facilities  
● Health care settings targeting services to men who have sex with men  
● Chronic hemodialysis facilities and end-stage renal disease programs  
● Institutions and nonresidential day care facilities for developmentally disabled 

persons  

2) The recommended schedule for hepatitis B vaccination is:  
First dose- 0  
Second dose- 1 month post 1st dose 
 Third dose- 6 months post 1st dose 

 3) If there is an interruption between doses of hepatitis B vaccine, does the 
vaccine series need to be restarted?  
No, the series does not need to be restarted.  
• If the vaccine series was interrupted after the first dose, the second dose 

should be administered as soon as possible. 
•  The second and third doses should be separated by an interval of at least 8 

weeks.  
•  If only the third dose is delayed, it should be administered as soon as 

possible. 

4) How long does protection from hepatitis B vaccine last? Studies indicate that 
immunologic memory remains intact for at least 30 years among healthy 
vaccinated individuals who initiated hepatitis B vaccination >6 months of age.  

5) Can hepatitis B vaccine be given during pregnancy or lactation? Yes 

6) Can hepatitis B vaccine be given after exposure to HBV? Yes. After a person 
has been exposed to HBV, appropriate prophylaxis, given as soon as possible 
but preferably within 24 hours, can effectively prevent infection. The addition of 
HBIG will provide increased protection.  

7) Persons who have already been infected with HBV will receive NO benefit 
from vaccination. However, there is no risk to a previously infected person who 
receives vaccination.  

FAQs - HBV VACCINE

Reference- https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hbv/hbvfaq.htm#b7



GET  
VACCINATED 
 FOR  
HEPATITIS B  
TODAY!
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